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Music Theory and Elements Assessment
Music 10

Music theory and elements affect every area of musical understanding, appreciation, performance, and composition. The theoretical foundations of music supplement the study of music history, as well as facilitate performance practice. Through an understanding of the elements and structures of music, skills are developed that will increase a musician’s appreciation of all musical experiences.

Your Task – Complete this assessment in consultation with your private music instructor. Assign a score out of 3 to each of the points below:
· 3/3 = Above average ability for a musician of your level
· 2/3 = Average ability for a musician of your level
· 1/3 = Below average ability for a musician of your level

Your Argyll music teacher may ask to see you demonstrate your proficiency in any of these elements to verify the accuracy of your assessment score.


Elements of Music

Melody
	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the term melody
	

	· Discuss the shape and structure of a melody (i.e. ascending, descending, leaps, scale-wise motion, etc.)
	



Harmony
	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the term harmony
	

	· Define and aurally recognize consonant and dissonant harmony
	



Rhythm
	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the term rhythm
	

	· Define and demonstrate an understanding of the terms tempo, meter, and duration
	





Form
	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the term form
	

	· Define and aurally recognize the following musical forms: canon, rondo, theme and variations.
	



Timbre and Texture
	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the terms timbre and texture
	

	· Discuss the timbral differences between two instruments (i.e. bright = trumpet, dark = clarinet)
	

	· Aurally distinguish between a melodic line and accompaniment line in a given musical example
	



Dynamics
	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the term dynamics
	

	· Describe and discuss the basic dynamics (i.e. ff, f, mf, mp, p, pp) used in a given musical example
	



Style
	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the term style
	

	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Aurally recognize and describe the way that different genres (i.e. pop, Classical, jazz) differently use the elements of music
	





Theory and Notation

	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Demonstrate an understanding of treble and bass clef
	

	· Identify notes in the treble and bass clef, including ledger lines
	

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the following accidentals: sharp, flat, natural
	

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the following time signatures:
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	· Construct a major scale using accidentals
	

	· Identify the function of a key signature and know the order of sharps and order of flats
	

	· Visually identify the distance of all intervals from unison to octave (numbers only – no quality required)
	



Ear Training

	I can …
	Score (out of 3)

	· Aurally identify the distance of all intervals from unison to octave (numbers only – no quality required)
	

	· Notate a 2 bar rhythmic dictation using whole, half, quarter, and eighth notes & rests in common time
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